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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1 .17(e) 5 was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicants submission filed on 8/13/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, 
published under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection 
of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 21-30, 32-29, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Shoham et al (Hereinafter Shoham US Patent No 6, 584, 451). 

As per 21 , Shoham discloses a computer-implemented method for facilitating an 
auction of a travel service comprising: 

receiving, at a travel reservations database, a user profile comprising rules; storing, at 
said travel reservations database, a consumer itinerary comprising reserved travel 
arrangements with a first vendor, wherein said consumer itinerary is associated with 
said rules, wherein said travel reservations database comprises consumer itineraries; 
retrieving, from said travel reservations database, a subset of said consumer itineraries, 
wherein said subset comprises a plurality of said consumer itineraries having similar 
associated said rules (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17) 
providing, via said travel reservations database, said subset to a vendor offering a travel 
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service; 

accepting, at said travel reservations database, a bid from said vendor to provide said 
travel service to consumers associated with said subset based on an ability of said 
vendor to accommodate within a consumer defined threshold of said rules of said 
subset(see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17) 

verifying, at Said travel reservations database, that said bid is in accordance with said 
rules, confirming, at said travel reservations database, that said bid is an optimum bid; 
and, modifying second subset of said plurality of itineraries of said subset to include 
said travel arrangements with a second different vendor according to said bid- wherein 
said second subset does not include said second different vendor, (see 6 lines 52-57, 
62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 22, Shoham discloses further comprising notifying, via said travel 
reservations database, said consumer of said optimum bid. (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 
and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 23, Shoham discloses wherein said confirming step comprises determining 
when said bid provides optimum savings for said consumer, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 
and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 24, Shoham discloses wherein said verifying step comprises evaluating said 
bid based on a proposed price and a proposed provision of said travel service, (see 6 
lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 25, Shoham discloses wherein said storing step comprises storing in said 
travel reservations database a deviation to said consumer defined purchase rules, (see 
6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 26, Shoham discloses wherein said storing step comprises storing in said 
travel reservations database a restriction upon a deviation from at least one of said 
consumer rules and said organization rules, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 
lines 16-17). 

As per 27, Shoham discloses wherein said travel service comprises at least one of 
an airline reservation, automobile rental reservation, and hotel reservation, (see 6 lines 
52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 
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As per 28, Shoham discloses wherein said retrieving step comprises scanning 
said travel reservations database to determine rows of said consumer information with a 
similar at least one of said consumer rules and said organization rules, placing said 
rows of a similar at least one of said consumer rules and said organization rules into 
said subset, wherein said travel reservations database comprises a plurality of rows, 
(see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 29, Shoham discloses wherein an individual row of said rows is placed into 
a plurality of said subsets, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 30, Shoham discloses wherein said rows are similar when at least one of 
said consumer rules and said organization rules differ by less than a predetermined 
criteria, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 32, Shoham discloses a machine-readable medium having stored thereon 
a plurality of instructions, said plurality of instructions when executed by a processor, 
cause said processor to perform a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving, at a travel reservations database, a user profile comprising rules; storing, at 
said travel reservations database, a consumer itinerary comprising reserved travel 
arrangements with a first vendor(see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17) 
wherein said consumer itinerary is associated with said rules, wherein said travel 
reservations database comprises -consumer itineraries; 

retrieving, from said travel reservations database, a subset of said plurality consumer 
itineraries, wherein said subset comprises a plurality of said consumer itineraries having 
similar associated said rules(see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17) 
providing, via said travel reservations database, said subset to a vendor offering a travel 
service(see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17) 

accepting, at said travel reservations database, a bid from said vendor to provide said 
travel service to a-consumers associated with said subset based on an ability of said 
vendor to accommodate within a consumer defined threshold of said rules of said 
subset, verifying, at said travel reservations database, that said bid is in accordance 
with said rules(see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17) 
confirming, at said travel reservations database, that said bid is an optimum bid; and, 
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modifying second subset of said plurality of itineraries of said subset to include said 
travel arrangements with a second different vendor according to said bid— wherein said 
second subset does not include said second different vendor, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 
and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 33, Shoham discloses wherein said consumer rules include at least two of 
price, scheduling preferences, departure airport, destination airport, departure date, 
departure time, arrival data, arrival time, seating preferences, and special 
accommodations, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 34, Shoham discloses wherein said organization rules include restrictions 
relating to at least two of price, scheduling preferences, departure airport, destination 
airport, departure date, departure time, arrival data, arrival time, seating preferences, 
and special accommodations, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 35, Shoham discloses wherein said rules are defined by a consumer(see 6 
lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 36, Shoham discloses wherein said User profile further comprises an 
organization profile comprising organization rules defined by an organization, (see 6 
lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 37, Shoham discloses wherein reserved travel arrangements comprise at 
least one of contractually obligated and booked travel reservations, (see 6 lines 52-57, 
62-67 and column 5 lines 1 6-1 7). 

As per 38, Shoham discloses wherein said second different vendor more closely 
matches said rules, (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

As per 39, Shoham discloses wherein said second subset of said plurality of 
itineraries of said subset is not modified when said second different vendor does not 
provide said optimum bid. (see 6 lines 52-57, 62-67 and column 5 lines 16-17). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's argument's filed 7/12/2007 has been fully considered but they are moot 
in view of new grounds of rejection. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached on 703-305-0505. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3597 for 
regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 
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